Resection and transplantation: evaluation of surgical perspectives in HIV positive patients affected by end-stage liver disease.
The aim of this study was to evaluate the opportunity of surgical treatment in terms of liver resection or liver transplantation in HIV positive patients affected by an end stage liver disease that referred to our liver unit. Among 1350 outpatients who referred to our liver unit from January 2002 to September 2003, thirty-two (2,4%) were HIV positive. The routes of transmission of the viral infection, the related co-infections and the underlying liver disease were recorded. The therapeutic pathway was analysed. The kind and the duration of the surgical procedures were assessed. Fourteen (44%) of these thirty-two patients were not suitable for surgical treatment. Surgery was planned in 9 of 32 HIV positive patients (28%). Four patients (12%) were submitted to liver resection and OLT was performed in five patients (15%). Hepatocellular Carcinoma was present in 4 (44%) of the HIV positive patients considered for surgery. In conclusion in our centre the 28% of HIV positive out patients had the opportunity to receive a surgical treatment. The candidate to this surgery is mostly young, HCV and/or HBV coinfected and affected by HCC in 44% of cases.